Borders don't surround populations; they run through them. They don‘t protect communities; they
cut them apart. There are 11 million undocumented people in the United States, many of whom

have lived here for decades. Without their labor, the economy would grind to a halt. Of those who
cross the border without papers, half are deportees attempting to return to their families in the US.

The point of deportations is not to empty the US of undocumented people. It is to terrorize them
with the threat of deportation in order to maintain a caste system. As long as part of the popula-
tion lives in constant danger, employers can exploit a vast pool of disposable labor. This drives
down wages for workers with US citizenship, too. But it's not undocumented immigrants who are
“stealing their jobs"—it's the border itself.

The border enables the ruling class to force down wages, suppress dissent, and channel resent-
ment towards those who have the least power in society rather than those who have the most. The
solution isn't just to abolish the border—it is to put an end to the social order it protects.
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