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The real gangsters don’t have to get their hands dirty—they have police 
and courts and prisons to do their dirty work for them. They don’t have 
to run drugs or guns or illegal gambling rings—they run everything else. 
They can afford to let us choose between politicians, so long as the 
political system itself enforces their privileges. Some of us can join 
their ranks if we’re enterprising enough, as long as we participate 
in their racket and play by their rules. Rivalries play out between 
different gangs, but nothing threatens gang rule. If a mafia took over 
our entire society, would it be any different?
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