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Yes—we're going. With “for-
e ward” for a destination. . . for here, we
are running in L)lace. Burn your maps
and set out: you will find yourself in a
world as yet unmapped. Refusg desti-
nations, as definitions—we are making,
now come and become.

.. .board the rudderless ships, jump the untrackable trains; there are
regions of this earth yet uncharted, whatever their atlases say. . .

.. .And to make the leap
from life to death less
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When they insist fhat
you outline your alternative
world for them, with every
possibility accounted for and
every detail mapped out, refuse.
This isn’t a new attempt to
program everything and every-
one, or a new formula tf¥at will
finafy force all the organic
complexity of living into the
mold of some theoretical ideal.
This is a way of cloing things,

- not a hew standard to march
under, not another system—
it’s anapproach to life, to solv-
ing the problems we have right
now and then solving the next
ones. It works right now in
sogne places, tomorrow it will
work in others, and we can
hope that one day it will work
everywhere. Would they hold
up the ravaged present they’ve ®
made as proof that noghing
else is possible? Better find out
what else is possible in this
present, and ge from there.
‘Would they hold the vast un-
certainty of the future over us
as an objection to our fanta-
sies of a l.)etter world? Better
then throw out all planned fu-
tures, theirs first of all, and
then only this remains: what
. do we do now, continue around
in circles or blast the fuck out?

abrupt, the inhabitants of § trades and professions of

To be sure, most of the living want

this city have constructed

an identical copy of it un-

derground. All corpses,
dried in such a way that
the body remains
sheathed in yellow skin,
are carried down there to
continue their former ac-
tivities. Of these activi-

the living city are also at
work below ground, but
only those that the living
performed with more joy
than irritation: organic
farmers ply the stony soil
with bony fingers, volunteer
counselors wait with parch-
ment ears pricked for calls

a fate after death entirely different
from their lot in life: the necropolis is
crowded with actresses, football play-
ers, hikers, hitchhikers, empresses,
painters—more than the living city
ever contained. In fact, each inhabit-
ant of the city overhead spends a
great part of her life brooding and fan-

ties, itis the carefree mo-
ments that take first
place: most of the
corpses are set upon bi-
cycles in the subterra-
nean countryside, or
placed in dancing posi-
tions, or made to
kiss each other.
Some of the

from people in need, rusted

vans crowded with the car-

casses of punk rockers rove

the lightless landscape. Ac-
countants, however, are
scarcer than passenger pi-
geons.

the city

qualified pleasure in
the company of his
fellows.
Meanwhile, up
above, life goes on
in its infuriating
regularity, the gas
station attendants
waiting on impa-
tient motorists

headed for traffic
jams, the working mothers brandish
ing dirty spatulas as they bicker with
their defiant daughters, the sopho-
mores studying wearily for their
weekly psychology quiz.
Perhaps one day, when the city be-
neath becomes too crowded with the
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tasizing about what her perfect life
would be, so as to be ready when
death arrives to carry her there. This
pursuit takes up more and more of
the hours of the living

every year, as life in
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becomes more ex-
asperating and monotonous.

Underground, the party
never stops: the statesmen
and executives have de-
serted their offices, the po-
licemen have abandoned
their posts, and gay, danc-
ing skeletons flood the halls
and streets, spreading
ghostly

7T oy

cheer through the frozen
city. Estranged brothers
embrace, old quarrels
and rivalries are for-
gotten, and finally, at

WIS DUE

corpses of unenacted dreams, the
townsfolk will finally realize that they have

been living backwards—and the deni- -
zens of the two cities will switch places. .
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